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What’s Required:
COOPERATIVES 
ARE DIFFERENT.
Cooperatives are different because 
they are owned and democratically 
controlled by their members, who 
are the people who use its services 
or buy its goods. For most other 
busines models, the user of the 
service does not also own or control 
the business. 

There are almost 30,000 
cooperatives in the United States. 
All are privately-owned business 
which provide goods and services 
for thier members. They range in 
size from fortune 500 compnaies to 
small bueinsses and they operate 
in numberous industries including 
agriculture, child care, energy, 
financial services, food retailing and 
distribution, healthcare, insurance 
purchasing, telecommunications 
and others. 


