
Since the first electric cooperatives were founded

in response to the Rural Electrification Act of

1936, local co-ops have been defined by those

who own them—people like you, who rely on

the power the co-op provides. That’s what

makes a co-op completely different from an

investor-owned utility, which must answer to

outside stockholders interested only in profits.

Your co-op is a not-for-profit, independent

business accountable only to you and the

other local people it serves.

When the equity level is high enough, the

Board of Directors can authorize disbursement

to members.

Different By Definition. Membership Is What You Make It.

Strength In Numbers.

Anyone who lives in a co-op’s area and will accept

the responsibilities of membership is eligible to

participate. Privileges include a right to vote in

Board of Directors elections and on other issues.

Members may attend the co-op’s annual meeting—

which is another way your co-op is distinguished

from an investor-owned utility. Unlike a stockholders’

meeting, the co-op’s annual meeting is really a

chance for cooperative neighbors to get together

with their local board and make their wishes known.

Co-ops also often conduct member surveys to help

keep them in touch with the community.

Having a voice makes co-op members more than

customers. They’re an integral part of the process

by which the co-op is run. By paying their electric

bills, members provide the cooperative operating

capital. In return, they get more than power: they

also get comprehensive energy services, information

programs, business reports—even a share of any

margins remaining after costs are met. 

An electric cooperative uses the capital that comes

from members to maintain and develop power

facilities and services. The cooperative also uses

funds for general administration, employee

training, information programs, and a variety

of other energy and technical services. After all

expenses for operations and improvements

have been satisfied, any money left over is

set aside as capital credits. These credits

also constitute the cooperative’s equity.

Your cooperative is building on the values we’ve shared from the start.

The combined resources and cooperation of

thousands of cooperatives and millions of

members across the country allow the system to

operate safely and efficiently. This has been a

highly successful way to supply energy services to

rural and suburban residents. The challenges and

the technology have changed since the early

years, and so have some services your cooperative

provides. But through it all, the central benefits

have remained the same: at-cost energy services

made available by and for the people who

need them.



To learn more about the traditional

and innovative benefits now available,

contact a member services representative

at your local electric cooperative.  

Just as we’ve always done, electric cooperatives

are finding new ways to add comfort and

convenience to the lives of our members.

Beyond supplying reliable power, many

electric cooperatives

provide other benefits,

such as home surge

protection, energy

audits, safety and

efficiency information,

home improvement

programs, and

community services. As lifestyles, technology,

and energy needs change with the times, your

electric cooperative is becoming a more

valuable ally than ever.

A Look Into 

The Values

Of Your 

Electric Cooperative.

The Vision 
Of The Past.  

A Promise For 
The Future.Atchison-Holt Electric Cooperative - Rock Port

Barry Electric Cooperative - Cassville
Barton County Electric Cooperative - Lamar

Black River Electric Cooperative - Fredericktown
Boone Electric Cooperative - Columbia
Callaway Electric Cooperative - Fulton

Central Missouri Electric Cooperative - Sedalia
Co-Mo Electric Cooperative - Tipton

Consolidated Electric Cooperative - Mexico
Crawford Electric Cooperative - Bourbon
Cuivre River Electric Cooperative - Troy

Farmers’ Electric Cooperative - Chillicothe
Gascosage Electric Cooperative - Dixon
Grundy Electric Cooperative - Trenton
Howard Electric Cooperative - Fayette

Howell-Oregon Electric Cooperative - West Plains
Intercounty Electric Cooperative - Licking

Laclede Electric Cooperative - Lebanon
Lewis County Rural Electric Cooperative - Lewistown

Macon Electric Cooperative - Macon
Missouri Rural Electric Cooperative - Palmyra

New-Mac Electric Cooperative - Neosho
North Central Missouri Electric Cooperative - Milan

Osage Valley Electric Cooperative - Butler
Ozark Border Electric Cooperative - Poplar Bluff

Ozark Electric Cooperative - Mt. Vernon
Pemiscot-Dunklin Electric Cooperative - Hayti

Platte-Clay Electric Cooperative - Kearney
Ralls County Electric Cooperative - New London

Sac Osage Electric Cooperative - El Dorado Springs
SEMO Electric Cooperative - Sikeston

Se-Ma-No Electric Cooperative - Mansfield
Southwest Electric Cooperative - Bolivar
Three Rivers Electric Cooperative - Linn

Tri-County Electric Cooperative - Lancaster
Webster Electric Cooperative - Marshfield

West Central Electric Cooperative - Higginsville
White River Valley Electric Cooperative - Branson

Staying Current.


